
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E511April 3, 2001
KENT A. ‘‘BO’’ COTTRELL

HON. THOMAS G. TANCREDO
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 3, 2001

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, today I want
to tell you about a great American who resides
in Colorado’s 6th Congressional District. Mr.
Kent A. ‘‘Bo’’ Cottrell has one of the most di-
verse and unique histories of any individual
that I can think of. He has been, and still is,
a fine musician, he has been a police officer,
a fund raiser for charities, he has run for elect-
ed office and has been elected for multiple
terms as the chairman of the Arapahoe Coun-
ty Grand Old Party. Bo has worked for the
governor of our great State in a wide variety
of positions and ultimately came to rest as
part of a unique business venture.

He attended Indiana State University and
was promptly drafted to serve his country in
1963 where he served in Europe with the Mili-
tary Police for two years. Bo went on to serve
in the Jefferson County sheriffs office as an in-
vestigator in the late 1960s and worked in law
enforcement for six years. During that time, he
formed and wrote for a musical group known
then and now as ‘‘The Lawmen,’’ made up of
law officers. They toured and even has a hit
single called ‘‘Darn Good Country’’ in the DC
area which was so popular that the group
went to the White House for a visit with Presi-
dent Nixon.

In 1970, a leading local paper in Jefferson
County named Bo Cottrell as their pick for the
‘‘Man of the Year.’’ His connections in the en-
tertainment industry were leveraged to help
Easter Seals in their battle to raise funding
and awareness of childrens’ health issues and
eventually vaulted him to the Board of Direc-
tors for the Make A Wish Foundation where
he served as its special events director. He
worked together with prominent members of
the business and entertainment community to
raise hundreds of thousands of dollars for
charity. He formed Kops and Kids, the Easter
Seals Golf Tournament, the Make A Wish Golf
Tournament and always strives to better the
communities around him.

Due to all of his charitable efforts, in 1990,
Bo was presented the ‘‘Point of Light’’ Award
by President Bush, Sr., in a White House
presentation. In 1996 he was a candidate to
the Colorado State House in Arapahoe County
and, although he did not prevail, he was soon
elected to the position of Chairman to the
Arapahoe County Grand Old Party from 1997
until 2001.

Another one of my consitutents, Colorado
Governor Bill Owens, selected Bo to become
a representative on the Parole Board where
he presided as Chairman. Bo was soon asked
to work with the Colorado Office of Economic
Development. In a true expression of his belief
in the free-market, Bo gathered his experience
dealing with people, both parolees and mem-
bers of the business community, and began a
new and unique business venture. He is now
the marketing director of Pure Colorado, a
company that bottles our wonderful, and very
clean, Rocky Mountain Spring water, and
packages it in a unique and innovative way for
distribution nationwide.

Bo Cottrell’s travels from Military Police offi-
cer, to musician, to Marketing Director are di-
verse and amazing examples in pursuit of the

American Dream. He was a compassionate
conservative before anyone had even heard of
such a thing, he is a great individual and I
consider him a good friend.

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to join the
Arapahoe County GOP in extending my ap-
preciation to the kindness and good deeds of
Mr. Bo Cottrell.
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FORTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF
TUNISIAN INDEPENDENCE

HON. KEN BENTSEN
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 3, 2001
Mr. BENTSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

acknowledge the anniversary of the 45th year
of independence for the Republic of Tunisia. It
was 45 years ago that the Republic of Tunisia
was formally established as an independent
country. Over the years, Tunisia has forged a
strong and solid relationship with the United
States that spans beyond bilateral ties to
cover issues related to world peace and eco-
nomic partnership.

The U.S. relationship with Tunisia has sur-
vived civil, regional and global conflict. During
World War II, Tunisia supported the United
States and allied forces as they landed in
Northern Africa. During the cold war years,
Tunisia established itself as a steadfast ally in
the strategically important Mediterranean Sea.
As we moved into the post-cold-war years, the
Republic of Tunisia has remained a friend and
ally of the U.S. and taken steps to develop
closer military and economic ties with Euro-
pean allies and NATO.

Today, the Republic of Tunisia continues to
make important progress toward democracy
by broadening political debate, advancing so-
cial programs, developing economic programs
encouraging privatization of the banking and
financial sectors, and improving the quality of
life for its people. Tunisian citizens enjoy uni-
versal suffrage, and the nation is considered
to be a leader among Muslim nations in safe-
guarding the rights of women and children.
Further, Tunisia has acted as leader and cata-
lyst for peacekeeping missions in suffering
countries, contributing military contingents to
operations in Cambodia, Somalia, the Western
Sahara and Rwanda. Tunisia has also been a
voice of moderation in the Arab-Israeli peace
process and has called for greater inter-
national efforts to fight terrorism.

Tunisia has been a model for developing
countries. It has sustained remarkable eco-
nomic growth, and undertaken reforms toward
political pluralism. It has been a steadfast ally
of the United States and has consistently
fought for democratic goals and ideals.

In commemoration of 45 years of independ-
ence for Tunisia, I urge my colleagues to re-
flect on our strong commitment to Tunisian
people, our friends and partners in North Afri-
ca.
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HONORING ROBERT F. DOLAN, JR.

HON. CONSTANCE A. MORELLA
OF MARYLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 3, 2001
Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to

honor and congratulate Robert F. Dolan, a life-

long resident of Montgomery County, Mary-
land and the Head Golf Professional at Co-
lumbia Country Club in Chevy Chase, Mary-
land. On November 10, 2000, he was named
the 2000 PGA of American Junior Golf Lead-
er, one of the organization’s highest service
awards.

Mr. Dolan is a longtime advocate of junior
golf and a co-founder of several inner-city
youth golf programs. He has always viewed
golf as a vehicle for teaching young people
the values of discipline, determination, hon-
esty, patience, and good sportsmanship.

The award was given for Mr. Dolan’s ongo-
ing work with our nation’s youth. Through this
dedication, he provides opportunities and ex-
periences for children of all ages and abilities
to learn, to play, and to enjoy the game of
golf. Mr. Dolan is distinguished by his strength
of character, his devotion to service, and his
outstanding leadership in junior golf.

Bob’s devotion to junior golf programs is re-
flected in his long history of service. He has
worked for many years with the Paul Berry
Neediest Kids Get Hooked on Golf Program
as an advisory board member, organizer, pro-
moter, and instructor. Since 1996, Bob has
been involved as a ‘‘Coach the Coaches’’ in-
structor, a program he created to work with
Washington, D.C. public school coaches on
the proper techniques for teaching golf. He
has been the Kemper Open Junior Golf Clinic
lead instructor since 1991. Bob is also co-
founder and instructor for the ‘‘Summer in the
City’’ inner-city youth golf program, a four-
week instructional program for the youth of
Washington, D.C. Bob also serves on the ad-
visory board of the Washington, D.C. First Tee
program.

Perhaps his most rewarding contribution,
however, is his role as lead instructor at the
Special Love/Camp Fantastic Junior Golf Clin-
ic. This is a one-day clinic for children who
suffer from cancer, with the golf clinic being
the highlight of their retreat weekend.

I congratulate Mr. Robert F. Dolan on this
award and his ongoing contributions to junior
golf in Montgomery County and the nation. He
is a wonderful role model for junior golfers and
a true ambassador for the game of golf.
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TRIBUTE TO REAR ADMIRAL
JAMES CUTLER DAWSON, JR.

HON. IKE SKELTON
OF MISSOURI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 3, 2001

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, let me take
this means to congratulate and pay tribute to
Rear Admiral James Cutler Dawson, Jr., who
performed in an outstanding manner as Chief
of Legislative Affairs from October 1999 to
March 2001.

Rear Admiral Dawson did a fine job during
his time in Legislative Affairs. Under his lead-
ership, numerous events and actions sur-
rounding the Navy were expertly managed in-
cluding ship commissioning, christening, and
naming ceremonies; Congressional travel; and
official receptions on Capitol Hill. During his
tenure, Rear Admiral Dawson also played a
key role in working with the Secretary of the
Navy and the Chief of Naval Operations to
positively affect the future size, readiness, and
capabilities of the Navy.
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Rear Admiral Dawson worked well with

Congressional offices and created widespread
opportunities to promote the Navy’s message.
He executed an outreach plan allowing senior
Naval leaders to visit over sixty percent of the
Members of Congress. He effectively man-
aged a workshop, allowing district staff mem-
bers to more efficiently perform casework, and
he also managed difficult public relations
issues and provided advice and counsel dur-
ing more than 50 Congressional hearings.

Recently it was announced that Rear Admi-
ral Dawson has been nominated and will be
appointed to vice admiral. He will be assigned
as commander, United States Naval Forces,
Central Command and command the Fifth
Fleet in Bahrain.

Mr. Speaker, I wish to expand my congratu-
lations to Rear Admiral James Cutler Dawson,
Jr., for achieving such success during his time
as Chief of Legislative Affairs. I wish him con-
tinued success with his new assignment as
Commander of the Fifth Fleet. I know that my
colleagues in the House will join me in salut-
ing this fine sailor.

f

TIMBER TAX SIMPLIFICATION ACT

HON. MAC COLLINS
OF GEORGIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 3, 2001

Mr. COLLINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to intro-
duce legislation which corrects an inequity in
the Internal Revenue Code which affects the
sale of certain assets.

Under current law, landowners who are oc-
casional sellers of timber are often classified
by the Internal Revenue Service as ‘‘dealers.’’
As a result, the seller is forced to choose be-
tween a ‘‘lump sum’’ payment method or a
pay-as-cut contract which often results in an
under-realization of the fair value of the con-
tract. While electing the pay-as-cut contract
option provides access to capital gains treat-
ment, the seller must comply with special rules
in Section 631(b) of the Internal Revenue
code. The provisions of Sec. 631 (b) require
these sellers to ‘‘retain an economic interest’’
in their timber until it is harvested. Under the
retained economic interest requirement, the
seller bears all the risk and is only paid for
timber that is harvested, regardless of whether
the terms of the contract are violated. Addi-
tionally, since the buyer pays for only the tim-
ber that is removed or ‘‘scaled’’ there is an in-
centive to waste poor quality timber, to under
scale the timber, or to remove the timber with-
out scaling.

The legislation I am introducing will provide
greater consistency by removing the exclusive
‘‘retained economic interest’’ requirement in
IRC Section 631(b). This change has been
supported or suggested by a number of
groups for tax simplification purposes, includ-
ing the Internal Revenue Service. I urge my
colleagues to join in this tax simplification ef-
fort and strongly urge its passage.

LAVELLE RETIRING AFTER 23
YEARS AS JUDGE

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 3, 2001
Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today

to pay tribute to John P. Lavelle, who is retir-
ing after 23 years as a judge of Carbon Coun-
ty, Pennsylvania, including 15 years when he
served as the county’s only judge.

Judge Lavelle, the son of Irish immigrants,
was born in 1931, grew up in Philadelphia and
earned his bachelor of arts degree from Niag-
ara University in 1953. He went on to get his
law degree from Villanova University in 1958,
holding the distinction of being a member of
the first class held at the Villanova School of
Law in 1953. He interrupted his law studies for
two years to serve his country in the Army in
Italy and Austria. The same year he graduated
from law school, he married Marianne Shutack
of Nesquehoning, who can claim a ‘‘first’’ in
her own right as the first woman admitted to
the Carbon County bar.

He began his career in the Philadelphia law
offices of renowned criminal lawyer Morton
Witkin and also worked briefly for the firm of
Bennett & Bricklin. He also indulged his love
of classical language by teaching Latin as a
part-time professor at Villanova.

In 1959, he moved to Carbon County and
began an active general law practice with his
wife and his father-in-law, George Shutack.
His roots and upbringing gave him a natural
empathy for the underdog, and many of his
legal battles were fought for average people
overwhelmed by big business or big govern-
ment. Inspired by President John F. Kennedy,
whom he deeply admired, he was active in
Democratic politics throughout the 1960s and
1970s.

In 1965, he and his wife built a home in
Lehighton, where they have lived ever since.
He has often assumed a leadership role in im-
proving his adopted community. For example,
he helped to obtain the funding for the Carbon
County Airport and spearheaded that project
in 1961. He was also the first solicitor for the
county airport authority and served in that role
for 10 years. In 1966, he organized and ob-
tained the charter for the First Federal Savings
and Loan Association of Carbon County, help-
ing to bring the county its first federally in-
sured savings and loan association. He also
arranged for the financing and construction of
the first professional building in Lehighton, as
well as Park View House, the first modern
commercial apartment building in the town.

The future judge served as county solicitor
from 1971 to 1978. He was elected judge in
the shortest election campaign in Pennsyl-
vania history, when the state Supreme Court
ruled just weeks before the November 1977
election that the governor could not fill the va-
cant judgeship by appointment because the
state election board should have known the
judge who was retiring was approaching the
mandatory retirement age.

Judge Lavelle assumed his duties with his
typical energy and enthusiasm. After a year of
study and evaluation, he began to bring the
court system into the computer age, auto-
mating the antiquated manual record-keeping
system, streamlining office procedures and
writing new rules of court and manuals to train
court personnel in the new system.

In 1979, he initiated a one-day, one-trial
system and developed and produced a unique
audiovisual orientation program for jurors that
is still used today. He also reorganized and re-
structured all court offices and appointed
women to key positions in the court system. In
1980, he worked to obtain federal funding to
cover half the cost of converting the old arbi-
tration room on the courthouse’s third floor
into a modern wood-paneled courtroom.

His courtroom was the focal point for sev-
eral highly publicized cases during his first
term. In November 1979, he made the unprec-
edented decision to call off and nullify the gen-
eral election in Carbon County because the
voting machines used throughout the county
would not permit cross-voting. He also pre-
sided at the 1982 murder trial of Robert
‘‘Mudman’’ Simon, a motorcycle gang member
who was convicted of killing an 18-year-old girl
whose body was not found until seven years
after her death. He also presided over a 1985
murder trial, which was the first time the bat-
tered-wife syndrome defense was used, result-
ing in an acquittal by the jury.

The Pennsylvania Supreme Court recog-
nized his abilities by appointing him to preside
over the two long and complex 1991 civil libel
trials of a state Supreme Court justice against
the Philadelphia Inquirer. He did not hesitate
to file suit against the county commissioners in
1989 when they had refused raises for court
employees and removed funds from the court
budget. He successfully lobbied the state Leg-
islature the following year to add a second
judgeship for the county to handle the court
system’s heavy workload.

In 1991, he completely revised and adopted
new rules of civil procedure, and in 1992 and
1993, he launched new case management
systems to expedite the handling of both civil
and criminal cases.

On occasion, Judge Lavelle has issued un-
usual and creative orders to see that justice is
done, including sentencing a woman with a
long record of calling in false fire alarms to the
Lehighton Fire Company to clean the fire
trucks for six months. In 1984, he became one
of the first trial judges in the state to order a
school board and striking teachers to nego-
tiate daily to end a contract impasse.

Judge Lavelle and his wife have four chil-
dren, who have every reason to be proud of
their father’s distinguished career.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to call to the at-
tention of the House of Representatives the
long history of Judge John Lavelle’s service to
the people of Carbon County and all of Penn-
sylvania, and I wish him all the best in retire-
ment.

f

TRIBUTE TO CHRISTIAN JOS.
BECKER, LIFETIME VOLUNTEER
FIREMAN

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 3, 2001

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, today I recognize
one of my constituents, Mr. Christian Jos.
Becker, for his lifetime of dedicated service to
the Westchester County Volunteer Firemen’s
Association. Mr. Becker began his volunteer
work at the age of 42, when he moved from
the city of Yonkers to the village of Ardsley.
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